Samrnie Abbott - indispensible in publishing Whitewash 
In other memos I've reported that Samrnie designed and executed the covers of the books I 
published myself and got my first major radio attention in hew York Uity and what that 
led to for the book and for opening the subject up. 

I'd never met or heard of him until I was exploring how to publish the book myself. 
But we soon became friends. He made Whitewash up for ppinting and in the process taught me 
how to do it so I knew and edcept for the covera, which were his, I did get each W ttc was 
is culled "camera ready." Offset printing begins wit a a photograph of what will be e.ch 
printed page, (in wotking at the plant. of the printer to whom he introdcoed me I learned 
a bit more about offset photography.) He knew I had no money and it is my recollection 
that when I was able to pay him he refused to accept any payment. 

Hot all of the covers is drawn, he paid for the type setting, too. at the least, 

if he did accept any payment (and if he did he asked for very little), he advance the 
type-setting costs. 

He tried in every wqy he could to promote my books fpid he liad his son George, 
then in medical college in New Yo±k Uity, domplaint to the first radio and the first TV 
stations on which 1 appear, radio by telegram and TV in person, in the audience with 
his wife. I met George for the first time when he came up to me after the TV show and 
introduced himself and his wife. 

Samrnie let me use his office, particularly his phone, for years when I was in 
Washington and he would take messages for me. 

The Washington Post obit is faithful and fair. It represents a majbr change in its 
attitude toward him. 

Samrnie was a remarkable man, a man of unbending principle, a man of extraordinary 
intellectual and physical courage, a man with a vision of a better world and a man who 
saw how he could help make life for the city of Washington and its suburbs better and 
against what were regarded as insuperable odds, is really the father of the Metro system. 



